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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Wright House is located on the east side of 

South Commerce Street immediately to the south of 

the Centreville Public Library and directly across 

from Godwin Lane. 

This late 19th century frame house is one of 

the largest and most elaborate Victorian buildings 

in the county. The asymmetrical plan and multi-

faceted facades virtually defy description. 

Reference should be made to the accompanying 

photographs. 

The house rests on a high brick foundation 

and a full cellar. The first floor is covered with 

plain horizontal weatherboard siding, the second 

story with fishscale shingle siding. The eaves 

are finished with a heavy bracketed cornice; the 

roof is slate. The majority of windows on the 1st 

and 2nd floors are 1/1; small 6/1 windows are 

utilized on the third story dormers and cross 

gables. The windows on the northwest corner on 

the first floor have elaborate stained glass 

sash. A semi-circular transom over the front door 

is similarly treated. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Wright House was constructed circa 1893-94 

by Walter and Sarah Wright on a lot purchased from 

William McKenney. The property remained in the 

Wright family until 1959, when Anna Wright Faulkner 

sold it to Lawrence Callahan. This house is probably 

the largest and is certainly among the finest examples 

of Victorian architecture in the county. It remains 

virtually unchanged and has recently been carefully 

repainted and repaired. 

This house is somewhat unusual for the Eastern 

Shore in the degree of complexity of the basic house 

form. Unlike the Collins House (QA-257) and the Harper 

House (QA-399), two large Victorian houses immediately 

to the south, the Wright House employs a wide 

variety of Victorian elements, including curved 

walls, a semi-circular turret, cross wings, and 

curved, leaded glass casement windows. While the 

interior plan is not a radical departure from the 

traditional center passage plan it clearly is 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

The dominant features of the building are a circular 

two-story turret on the southwest corner, the curved 

wall surface of the northwest corner, a 2 1/2 story 

semi-octagonal bay on the north wall, and projecting 

cross gables on the front and rear facades. 

Particular features of note include the stained 

glass windows on the northwest portion of the house, 

leaded glass windows on the southwest turret and the 

south wall of the house, and the large brick chimneys 

on the north and south walls. The upper gable of the 

projecting west cross-gable as well as the large 

dormer windows are embellished with decorative strapwork 

and vergeboards topped by carved finials. 

The first floor interior plan is asymmetrical in 

design. The front door opens into a large stairhall 

that forms the northwest portion of the house. The north 

and west walls consist of a single semi-circular 

partition. A large closed-string stair rises against the 

east and north walls. The newel at the base of the 

stairs is massive, with paneled surfaces and a carved 

cap. A fitting survives in the center of the cap for a 

gas newel lamp similar to the surviving lamps at the 

Collins House and the Harper House, immediately to the 

south. The ballusters are turned in a swirl pattern; 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.2 DESCRIPTION 

the carriage is heavily molded. 

A door in the rear of the stair hall opens into a 

short hall that leads back to the rear of the house. 

A transom above this door is decorated with a decorative 

•wood screen. 

Double sliding doors in the south wall of the stair 

hall open into the front parlor. A shallow fireplace 

lined with yellow tile and framed with a columned mantel 

piece is centered on the south wall of this room. A 

French door to the left of the fireplace opens into the 

southwest turret room. A double door in the rear of the 

parlor opens into a second, rear parlor. 

A small fireplace is centered on a semi-octagonal 

bay at the south end of the rear parlor. This fireplace 

is lined with brown tile and fitted with a cast iron 

stove grate. An ornate mantel with a mirrored over-mantel 

frames the opening. 

To the east of the front stair hall is a large 

dining room and a smaller breakfast room. The north 

end of the dining room is semi-octagonal, with a huge 

decorative brick fireplace in the center flanked by 

1/1 windows. This mantel is typical of the late 19th 

and early 20th century, utilizing decorative terra cotta 

and brick with egg-and-dart and Wall-of-Troy moldings. 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.3 DESCRIPTION 

Tapered columns with paneled bases and Ionic 

capitals frame the opening into the breakfast room. 

.At the rear of the house is the kitchen and narrow 

service stairs to the second floor and the cellar. 

On the second floor, the stair hall is essentially 

a balcony, with the stair ballustrade framing the opening. 

A single door in the east wall opens into a short hall 

leading to the rear. A large double door in the south 

wall opens into a large room directly above the first 

floor front parlor. The south wall of this room is left 

almost entirely open, connecting with the semi-circular 

turret on the southwest corner of the house. The entire 

south wall and the turret are one continuous bank of 

leaded glass windows, with a circular paneled window 

seat built in below the turret windows. 

An arched doorway in ihe east wall of the southeast 

chamber opens into a smaller chamber to the rear. A 

shallow fireplace is centered on the semi-octagonal 

south wall of this room. The fireplace is lined with 

brown tile and is framed with a columned mantel with 

columned and mirrored overmantel. 

Across the hall, to the north, is a second small 

chamber with a small fireplace on the semi-octagonal 

north wall. This fireplace is faced with tile and lined 

QA-243 
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7.4 DESCRIPTION 

with decorative metal firebacks. The mantel has 

projecting paneled pilasters, a molded shelf, and a 

mirrored overmantel with flanking paired columns. 

To the rear of the house are several small store­

rooms, a bathroom, a small bedroom, and the service 

stair. 

On the third floor there are four sleeping chambers, 

a bathroom and a service room arranged around a 

relatively small central stair hall. The trim and 

detailing is relatively simple on this floor. 

The use of wire nails throughout the house indicates 

it was constructed after circa 1890. 
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8.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

derived from the more complex plans generally associated 

with high-style Victorian architecture. The interior 

finish reflects a similar acceptance of national trends, 

ranging from the grand oak staircase in the front stair 

hall to the elaborate molded brick fireplace, highly 

decorative mantels, and extensive use of stained and 

leaded glass windows. 
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